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Topline Results from a National Survey on

Participation in the Arts

For the Wallace Foundation

Interviewing conducted March 23 through March 30, 2004.

N = 1,200 adults ages 18 and older

Margin of sampling error is ±2.8 percentage points.

The data have been weighted by age.

Percents may add to 99% or 101% due to rounding.

* indicates less than 1% , – indicates zero.

	1.  Communities have many needs and not every need can receive the attention and funding we would like.  In your opinion, how important is funding the arts and cultural activities in your community, compared to other needs: very important, somewhat important, not very important, or not at all important?
	
	Very important

	 36% 

	
	
	Somewhat important

	 45 

	
	
	Not very important

	 12 

	
	
	Not at all important

	  6 

	
	
	DK/REF

	  2 


	In the last 12 months, have you... IF YES:  Have you done that frequently, every now and then, or not very much?  START WITH Q2 AND Q3, RANDOMIZE THE REST

	

	
	Frequently
	Every now and then
	Not very much
	No – not in last 12 mos.
	DK/ REF

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.  Gone out to see a movie?
	15%
	32
	28
	25
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.  Listened to music at home?
	70%
	20
	7
	3
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.  Attended a symphony, opera, rock, jazz or other music performance?
	12%
	26
	16
	46
	–

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.  Attended a play, a musical or other dramatic works?
	9%
	25
	17
	49
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.  Attended a ballet, modern, traditional or other style of dance performance?
	4%
	13
	14
	69
	–

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.  Gone to an art festival or craft fair?
	9%
	28
	17
	46
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.  Read a novel, short stories, non-fiction or poetry?
	48%
	25
	7
	21
	–

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.  Played a musical instrument, sung in a group or choir, or taken part in dance?
	19%
	10
	9
	62
	–

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.  Done any drawing, painting, pottery, photography or other artistic projects?
	23%
	21
	11
	46
	–

	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.  Done any sewing, knitting, quilting, woodworking or other craft projects?
	24%
	22
	9
	45
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.  Visited an art museum or gallery?
	7%
	24
	17
	52
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.  Visited museums other than art museums?
	6%
	25
	17
	52
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	


For the rest of this survey, we will define the arts or cultural activities as covering all of the activities we have just mentioned.  FOR INTERVIEWERS, IF NEEDED:  The arts include going to a play, seeing a concert, working on crafts, reading a book, seeing a movie, etc.

	14.  Thinking back to when you were in school, that is kindergarten through 12th grade, how much were the arts and cultural activities a part of school?  Frequently part of school, occasionally or rarely part of school?
	
	Frequently part of life in school

	 44% 

	
	
	Occasionally

	 33 

	
	
	Rarely

	 20 

	
	
	DK/REF

	  2 


	15.  When you were growing up, how much were the arts and cultural activities a part of life in you family?  Frequently part of your life, occasionally part of your life or rarely a part of life in your family?
	
	Frequently part of life in family

	 34% 

	
	
	Occasionally

	 35 

	
	
	Rarely

	 30 

	
	
	DK/REF

	  * 


	16.  Can you think of any artistic activities that you were exposed to as a child that you still enjoy today?  OPEN END, MULTIPLE RESPONSE
	
	No/Don’t recall

	 24%

	
	
	Yes

	 76

	
	
	Playing an instrument, singing, dancing, acting

	 21%

	
	
	Drawing, painting, pottery,

photography

	 18%

	
	
	Listening to music

	 18%

	
	
	Attending a music, dramatic or dance

performance

	 15%

	
	
	Sewing, knitting, quilting,

woodworking

	 11%

	
	
	Reading

	   9%

	
	
	Going to an art or other museum

	   7%

	
	
	Movies

	   4%

	
	
	Writing

	   2%

	
	
	Non-artistic activities

	   4%

	
	
	REF

	   *


	Thinking about your own life, do you agree or disagree that participating in the arts or cultural activities...  Is that strongly or somewhat agree/disagree?  RANDOMIZE SERIES

	

	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree
	DK/ REF

	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.  Moves you emotionally.
	53%
	35
	6
	4
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.  Sparks your imagination.
	70%
	23
	4
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.  Helps you relax.
	67%
	26
	3
	3
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.  Can be a spiritual experience for you.
	45%
	34
	11
	7
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.  Makes you feel good.
	70%
	24
	2
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.  Provides a valuable social activity to do with family and friends.
	67%
	26
	4
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.  Makes you more understanding and accepting of other people, ideas and cultures.
	61%
	30
	5
	3
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.  Challenges your views.
	47%
	35
	10
	5
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.  Helps you to understand your own cultural heritage or history.
	54%
	33
	6
	5
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.  Helps children do better in school.
	69%
	24
	3
	2
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	27.  Makes you feel more connected to others.
	54%
	33
	8
	3
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Thinking about the ways that the arts and cultural activities might contribute to the quality of life in communities, do you agree or disagree that…  IF AGREE: Would you say it contributes a great deal or somewhat?  RANDOMIZE SERIES

	

	
	Agree – a great deal
	Agree – somewhat
	Disagree
	DK/

REF

	
	
	
	
	

	28.  The arts contribute to making a community more attractive.
	64%
	28
	5
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	29.  The arts contribute to making a community more understanding and accepting of other people, ideas and cultures.
	52%
	36
	8
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	30.  The arts contribute to building community identity and character.
	53%
	38
	7
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	31.  The arts contribute to bringing people together.
	61%
	33
	4
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	32.  The arts contribute to building a sense of local pride.
	56%
	34
	7
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	33.  The arts contribute to helping attract business and jobs.
	42%
	41
	12
	5

	
	
	
	
	

	34.  The arts contribute to expressing community values.
	48%
	41
	8
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	35.  The arts contribute to strengthening democracy by getting people more involved in their communities.
	43%
	38
	14
	5

	
	
	
	
	


	Now thinking about your own community, please tell me if you would like to see more, less, or about the same amount of each of the following: First, would you like to see more, less or about the same amount of ... in your community?  RANDOMIZE SERIES

	

	
	More
	Less
	About same
	DK/REF

	
	
	
	
	

	36.  Art museums or galleries
	55%
	3
	40
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	37.  Music performances, such as the symphony, opera, rock, jazz or others
	60%
	4
	34
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	38.  Performances, such as plays, musicals or other dramatic works
	58%
	3
	37
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	39.  Ballet, modern, traditional or other style of dance performances
	45%
	7
	45
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	40.  Art festivals or craft fairs
	53%
	  3
	42
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	41.  Libraries
	51%
	  1
	46
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	42.  Adult classes about art, such as drawing, pottery, photography or something else
	51%
	  3
	43
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	43.  Art for everyone to enjoy, such as murals, sculptures or public gardens?
	64%
	  4
	31
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	44.  Art and music education in local schools
	70%
	  1
	25
	4

	
	
	
	
	


	If your community had the funds to spend more on the arts and cultural activities, how high a priority would you give to each of the following:  top priority, high but not top priority, middle, low or very low priority?  RANDOMIZE SERIES

	

	
	Top
	High
	Middle
	Low
	Very low
	DK/REF

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	45.  Expanding opportunities for adults to experience the arts
	15%
	31
	40
	10
	3
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	46.  Expanding opportunities for children to experience the arts
	36%
	39
	19
	  4
	  2
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	47.  Expanding opportunities for low income families to experience the arts
	26%
	38
	27
	  6
	  3
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	48.  Expanding art in public places
	16%
	33
	38
	  9
	  4
	*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	49.  To you personally, what do you think is the most important reason to have the arts and cultural activities available in your community: 
	
	Understand others

	 23% 

	
	
	Personal enjoyment

	 25 

	
	
	Help children be well-rounded

	 50 

	
	
	DK/REF

	  3 

	
	
	
	

	a.  To help us understand other cultures and ideas in our community,

b.  To provide personal enjoyment and enrichment,

c.  To help children become well-rounded individuals.
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