
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Time for Learning 

Problem:  The conventional six-hour, 180-day school year is insufficient to adequately educate many students in the nation’s urban public schools.  
Simply adding hours and days to the schedule won’t help, however, unless children occupy the extra time in programming known to boost learning.  
In recent years, promising programs have emerged.  Known effective program models and approaches are few and have rarely been tested 
rigorously or on a large scale in districts.  Consequently, the knowledge base is weak. 
 
Goal:  Improve education in low-performing urban public schools by adding time during the school year and summer for learning and enrichment 
that boosts student achievement. 
 

Wallace support will: Resulting in: As measured by: 

Inform mayors, district 
leaders, parents and others 
central to urban schools policy 
about how more hours for 
learning, effectively used, 
could improve student 
achievement   

Wider understanding of: 
 The harmful effects of 

summer learning loss  
 Ways to improve student 

achievement by adding 
effectively-used time to 
the school day and year  

Surveys indicate increased awareness, 
2010-2015 

Strengthen the few multiple-
city or multiple-district 
organizations that have 
shown they use extra learning 
time in ways that result in 
learning gains  

Organizations that withstand 
the current weak economy 
and can refine and expand 
their programming to meet 
demand for high-quality 
services  

 Selected organizations serve 
substantially more children by 2015 

 Objective tests show student 
learning gains  

Help selected urban school 
districts test on an appropriate 
scale summer and expanded 
learning time programs that 
have been effective on a 
small scale 

Selected districts have in 
place high-quality programs 
serving a large proportion of 
targeted children 

 In 2015, higher enrollment in high-
quality summer and expanded 
learning time programs than in 2010 

 Objective tests show school-year 
learning gains and reduction in 
summer learning loss 

Strategy 1 
Raising awareness 

Strategy 2 
Supporting 
leading provider 
organizations 

Strategy 3 
Testing solutions 
on an appropriate 
scale in districts 


